
Summer Reading: On September 1st, all English classes will take a writing assessment. 
The focus of your reading;"How does the author's purpose of his work emerge in the 
narrative?" you must make a claim, and paraphrase textual evidence to support your 
claim. 
(Standard: Choose 1 of 3; Honors: Choose 2 of 3)

Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell
While Eleanor & Park is technically classified as YA lit and has a cutesy cover, don’t let the 
stigma of “books for teens” fool or deter you. It is written about teens, sure, but the themes 
are so universal that anyone who survived high school will relate to the lives of the two 
protagonists. Eleanor is the new girl in town and her wild red hair and patchwork outfits are 
not helping her blend in. She ends up sitting next to Park on the bus, whose tendencies 
towards comic books don’t jibe with the rest of his family’s love of sports. They sit in awkward 
silence every day until Park notices that Eleanor is reading his comics over his shoulder; he 

begins to slide them closer to her side of the seat and thus begins their love story. Their relationship grows 
gradually--making each other mixed tapes (it is 1986 after all) and discussing X-Men characters--until they both 
find themselves looking forward to the bus ride more than any other part of the day. Things aren’t easy: 
Eleanor is bullied at school and then goes home to a threatening family situation; Park’s parents do not 
approve of Eleanor’s awkward ways. Ultimately, though, this is a book about two people who just really, really 
like each other and who believe that they can overcome any obstacle standing in the way of their happiness. 
It’s a gem of a book. --Caley Anderson

Looking for Alaska by John Greene
From the very first page, tension fills John Green's Michael L. Printz Award-winning novel 
(Dutton, 2005). Miles Halter, 16, is afraid that nobody will show up at his party because he 
doesn't have many friends. He loves to read biographies and discover the last words 
attributed to famous people. He's particularly intrigued with the dying words of poet Francois 
Rabelais: "I go to seek a great perhaps." Miles is leaving his loving Florida home for the 
"great perhaps" of the same Alabama boarding school attended by his father. Ominous 
chapter headings (40 days before, 10 days after) reveal that something tragic may happen. At 
school, Miles is accepted by a brainy group of pranksters led by his roommate and Alaska 
Young, a smart and sexy feminist. The teen becomes captivated by his new friends who spend as much 
energy on sex, smoking, drinking, and cutting-up as they do on reading, learning, and searching for life's 
meaning. As the school year progresses, Miles's crush on Alaska intensifies, even after it becomes evident that 
her troubled past sometimes causes her to be self-destructive. This novel is about real kids dealing with the 
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pressures of growing up and feeling indestructible. Listeners will be riveted as the friends band together to deal 
with the catastrophic events that plague their junior year, and rejoice at their triumphs. Jeff Woodman clearly 
delineates the voices for each character in an age-appropriate, smart-alecky manner, injecting great emotion 
while managing not to be overly sentimental.

The Playbook: 52 Rule to Aim, Shoot, and Score in This Game Called 
Life by Kwame Alexander
You gotta know the rules to play the game. Ball is life. Take it to the hoop. Soar. What can 
we imagine for our lives? What if we were the star players, moving and grooving through 
the game of life? What if we had our own rules of the game to help us get what we want, 
what we aspire to, what will enrich our lives? 

Illustrated with photographs by Thai Neave, The Playbook is intended to provide 
inspiration on the court of life. Each rule contains wisdom from inspiring athletes and role 
models such as Nelson Mandela, Serena Williams, LeBron James, Carli Lloyd, Steph 

Curry and Michelle Obama. Kwame Alexander also provides his own poetic and uplifting words, as he shares 
stories of overcoming obstacles and winning games in this motivational and inspirational book just right for 
graduates of any age and anyone needing a little encouragement.
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