
Summer Reading: On September 1st, all English classes will take a writing assessment. 
The focus of your reading;"How does the author's purpose of his work emerge in the 
narrative?" you must make a claim, and paraphrase textual evidence to support your 
claim.  

How Starbucks Saved My Life by William Gates Gill  
In his fifties, Michael Gates Gill had it all: a big house in the suburbs, a loving family, and a top 
job at an ad agency with a six-figure salary. By the time he turned sixty, he had lost everything 
except his Ivy League education and his sense of entitlement. First, he was downsized at work. 
Next, an affair ended his twenty-year marriage. Then, he was diagnosed with a slow-growing 
brain tumor, prognosis undetermined. Around the same time, his girlfriend gave birth to a son. 
Gill had no money, no health insurance, and no prospects. 

One day as Gill sat in a Manhattan Starbucks with his last affordable luxury—a latté—brooding about his 
misfortune and quickly dwindling list of options, a 28-year-old Starbucks manager named Crystal Thompson 
approached him, half joking, to offer him a job. With nothing to lose, he took it, and went from drinking coffee in 
a Brooks Brothers suit to serving it in a green uniform. For the first time in his life, Gill was a minority--the only 
older white guy working with a team of young African-Americans. He was forced to acknowledge his ingrained 
prejudices and admit to himself that, far from being beneath him, his new job was hard. And his younger 
coworkers, despite having half the education and twice the personal difficulties he’d ever faced, were running 
circles around him. 

The other baristas treated Gill with respect and kindness despite his differences, and he began to feel a new 
emotion: gratitude. Crossing over the Starbucks bar was the beginning of a dramatic transformation that 
cracked his world wide open. When all of his defenses and the armor of entitlement had been stripped away, a 
humbler, happier and gentler man remained. One that everyone, especially Michael’s kids, liked a lot better. 

The backdrop to Gill's story is a nearly universal cultural phenomenon: the Starbucks experience. In How 
Starbucks Saved My Life, we step behind the counter of one of the world's best-known companies and 
discover how it all really works, who the baristas are and what they love (and hate) about their jobs. Inside 
Starbucks, as Crystal and Mike’s friendship grows, we see what wonders can happen when we reach out 
across race, class, and age divisions to help a fellow human being/

R e a d i n g  B i g  G i v e s  Yo u  t h e  To o l s  t o  D r e a m  B i g  

AP Language Summer Book List



 

The Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
Life of Pi is a fantasy adventure novel by Yann Martel published in 2001. The protagonist, 
Piscine Molitor "Pi" Patel, a Tamil boy from Pondicherry, explores issues of spirituality and 
practicality from an early age. He survives 227 days after a shipwreck while stranded on a 
boat in the Pacific Ocean with a Bengal tiger named Richard Parker.

On Writing Well by William Zinnser 
On Writing Well has been praised for its sound advice, its clarity and the warmth of its style. It 
is a book for everybody who wants to learn how to write or who needs to do some writing to 
get through the day, as almost everybody does in the age of e-mail and the Internet. Whether 
you want to write about people or places, science and technology, business, sports, the arts or 
about yourself in the increasingly popular memoir genre, On Writing Well offers you 
fundamental principles as well as the insights of a distinguished writer and teacher. With more 

than a million copies sold, this volume has stood the test of time and remains a valuable resource for writers 
and would-be writers.
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