
Summer Reading: On September 1st, all English classes will take a writing assessment. The 
focus of your reading;"How does the author's purpose of his work emerge in the narrative?" 
you must make a claim, and paraphrase textual evidence to support your claim. 

(Standard: 1 of 3; Honors: Art of Happiness and 1 of the Standard Options)

Speak by Laurie Anderson 
"Speak up for yourself--we want to know what you have to say." From the first moment of 
her freshman year at Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, part of the 
nonsense of high school. She is friendless, outcast, because she busted an end-of-
summer party by calling the cops, so now nobody will talk to her, let alone listen to her. As 
time passes, she becomes increasingly isolated and practically stops talking altogether. 
Only her art class offers any solace, and it is through her work on an art project that she is 
finally able to face what really happened at that terrible party: she was raped by an 

upperclassman, a guy who still attends Merryweather and is still a threat to her. Her healing 
process has just begun when she has another violent encounter with him. But this time Melinda fights back, 
refuses to be silent, and thereby achieves a measure of vindication. In Laurie Halse Anderson's powerful novel, 
an utterly believable heroine with a bitterly ironic voice delivers a blow to the hypocritical world of high school. 
She speaks for many a disenfranchised teenager while demonstrating the importance of speaking up for 
oneself.

Monster by Walter Dean Myers 
Sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon is on trial for murder. A Harlem drugstore owner 
was shot and killed in his store, and the word is that Steve served as the lookout.

Guilty or innocent, Steve becomes a pawn in the hands of "the system," cluttered 
with cynical authority figures and unscrupulous inmates, who will turn in anyone to 
shorten their own sentences. For the first time, Steve is forced to think about who 
he is as he faces prison, where he may spend all the tomorrows of his life.

As a way of coping with the horrific events that entangle him, Steve, an amateur filmmaker, decides to 
transcribe his trial into a script, just like in the movies. He writes it all down, scene by scene, the story 
of how his whole life was turned around in an instant. But despite his efforts, reality is blurred and his 
vision obscured until he can no longer tell who he is or what is the truth. This compelling novel is 
Walter Dean Myers's writing at its best

R e a d i n g  B i g  G i v e s  Yo u  t h e  To o l s  t o  D r e a m  B i g  

Rising 10th Grade Summer Book List



The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 
A soulful novel that tackles big subjects--life, death, love--with the perfect blend of levity 
and heart-swelling emotion. Hazel is sixteen, with terminal cancer, when she meets 
Augustus at her kids-with-cancer support group. The two are kindred spirits, sharing an 
irreverent sense of humor and immense charm, and watching them fall in love even as they 
face universal questions of the human condition--How will I be remembered? Does my life, 
and will my death, have meaning?--has a raw honesty that is deeply moving. --Seira 
Wilson
 

The Art of Happiness by the Dalai Lama  
Nearly every time you see him, he's laughing, or at least smiling. And he 
makes everyone else around him feel like smiling. He's the Dalai Lama, the 
spiritual and temporal leader of Tibet, a Nobel Prize winner, and an 
increasingly popular speaker and statesman. What's more, he'll tell you that 
happiness is the purpose of life, and that "the very motion of our life is towards 
happiness." How to get there has always been the question. He's tried to 
answer it before, but he's never had the help of a psychiatrist to get the 
message across in a context we can easily understand. Through 

conversations, stories, and meditations, the Dalai Lama shows us how to defeat day-to-day 
anxiety, insecurity, anger, and discouragement. Together with Dr. Cutler, he explores many 
facets of everyday life, including relationships, loss, and the pursuit of wealth, to illustrate how to 
ride through life's obstacles on a deep and abiding source of inner peace (Mandatory for 10th 
Grade Honors)
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