
Summer Reading: On September 1st, all English classes will take a writing assessment. The 
focus of your reading;"How does the author's purpose of his work emerge in the narrative?" you must 
make a claim, and paraphrase textual evidence to support your claim.
 
Party Monster: A Fabulous but True Tale of Murder in Clubland by James St. James 
Murder Was Never So Much Fun!
When Disco Bloodbath was first published, it created a storm of controversy for its startlingly 
vivid, strikingly fresh, and outrageously funny depiction of the hedonistic world of the New 
York City club kids, for whom nothing was too outré -- including murder. Nominated for the 
Edgar Award for best true-crime book of the year, it also marked the debut of an audaciously 
talented writer, James St. James, who himself had been a club kid and close friend and 
confidant of Michael Alig, the young man convicted of killing the drug dealer known as Angel.

Now the book has been brought to the screen as Party Monster, with Macaulay Culkin playing killer Michael 
Alig and Seth Green as author/celebutante James St. James.

Dear Dawn: Aileen Wuornos in Her Own Words by Aileen Wuornos 
Between 1989 and 1990, Aileen Wuornos, a hitchhiking prostitute, shot, killed, and robbed 
seven men in remote Florida locations. Arrested in 1991, Wuornos insisted she had acted in 
self-defense, but the jury had little sympathy. Condemned to death on six separate counts, 
she was executed by lethal injection in 2002.

An abused runaway who turned to prostitution to survive, Wuornos has become iconic of 
vengeful women who lash out at the nearest target. She has also become a touchstone for women’s, 
prostitutes’, and prisoners’ rights advocates. Her story has inspired myriad books and articles, as well as the 
2003 movie Monster, for which Charlize Theron won an Academy Award. But until now, Wuornos’s uncensored 
voice has never been heard.

Dear Dawn is Wuornos’s autobiography culled from her ten-year death row correspondence with beloved 
childhood friend Dawn Botkins. Authorized for publication by Wuornos and edited under the guidance of 
Botkins, the letters not only offer Wuornos’s riveting reflections on the murders, legal battles, and media 
coverage, but go further, revealing her fears and obsessions, her rich humor and empathy, and her gradual 
disintegration as her execution approached. A candid life story told to a trusted friend, Dear Dawn is a 
compelling narrative, unwaveringly true to its source.

R e a d i n g  B i g  G i v e s  Yo u  t h e  To o l s  t o  D r e a m  B i g  

MURDER &THE MACABRE: Summer Book List


