
Summer Reading: On September 1st, all English classes will take a writing assessment 
dealing with one of the choices below. The focus of your reading;"How does the author  
develop the main character in the book you read?" you must make a claim, and paraphrase 
textual evidence to support your claim. 

Call Me Maria by Judith Oritz Cofer 
Maria is a girl caught between two worlds: Puerto Rico, where she was born, and 
New York, where she now lives in a basement apartment in the barrio. While her 
mother remains on the island, Maria lives with her father, the super of their building. 
As she struggles to lose her island accent, Maria does her best to find her place 
within the unfamiliar culture of the barrio. Finally, with the Spanglish of the barrio 
people ringing in her ears, she finds the poet within herself. 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander  
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is 
DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering," announces dread-
locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the 
court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell 
his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and 
brotherhood from Kwame Alexander.

Freedom over me: Eleven slaves, their lives and dreams brought to life" by Ashley Bryan
Using original slave auction and plantation estate documents, Ashley Bryan offers 
a moving and powerful picture book that contrasts the monetary value of a slave 
with the priceless value of life experiences and dreams that a slave owner could 
never take away.   Imagine being looked up and down and being valued as less 
than chair. Less than an ox. Less than a dress. Maybe about the same as…a 
lantern. You, an object. An object to sell. Ashley Bryan goes to the heart of how a 
slave is given a monetary value by the slave owner, tempering this with the one 
thing that CAN’T be bought or sold—dreams. 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill
Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch who 
lives in the forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But 
the witch in the forest, Xan, is kind and gentle. Xan rescues the abandoned children 
and delivers them to welcoming families. One year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby 
moonlight, filling the ordinary child with extraordinary magic. Xan decides she must 
raise this girl, whom she calls Luna, as her own. When Luna approaches her thirteenth 
birthday, her magic begins to emerge, but a young man from the Protectorate is 
determined to free his people by killing the witch. Soon, it is up to Luna to protect 
those who have protected her--even if it means the end of the loving, safe world she’s 

always known.
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The Dreamer by Pam Munoz Ryan   
From the time he is a young boy, Neftali hears the call of a mysterious voice. 
He knows he must follow it--even when the neighborhood children taunt him, 
and when his harsh, authoritarian father ridicules him, and when he doubts 
himself. It leads him under the canopy of the lush rain forest, into the fearsome 
sea, and through the persistent Chilean rain, until finally, he discovers its 
source.
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