
Summer Reading: On September 1st, all English classes will take a writing assessment 
dealing with one of the choices below. The focus of your reading;"How does the author  
develop the main character in the book you read?" you must make a claim, and paraphrase 
textual evidence to support your claim. 

Lyddie by Katherine Paterson.  
Set in the 19th century, this is a story of determination and personal growth. 
When thirteen-year-old Lyddie and her younger brother are hired out as 
servants to help pay off their family's debts, Lyddie is determined to find a way 
to reunite her family.

Inside out and Back Again by Thanhla Lai.  
Ha and her family flee Vietnam and resettle in Alabama. 

There she struggles with grammar, customs, dress (she wears a flannel 
nightgown to school, for example), and cruel rejection from mean classmates. 
Based on the author’s experiences as a child refugee, this National Book 
Award and 2012 Newbery Honor winner is both humorous and heartbreaking. 

Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand.  
On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the 
Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of 
oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a face appeared. It was 
that of a young lieutenant, the plane's bombardier, who was struggling to a 
life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary 
odysseys of the Second World War, a story of Survival, Resilience, and 
Redemption.

Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry  
In her strongest work to date, Lois Lowry once again creates a mysterious but 
plausible future world. It is a society ruled by savagery and deceit that shuns 
and discards the weak. Left orphaned and physically flawed, young Kira faces 
a frightening, uncertain future. Blessed with an almost magical talent that 
keeps her alive, she struggles with ever broadening responsibilities in her 
quest for truth, discovering things that will change her life forever
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